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Many Hoosiers have probably noticed how different this Winter season has started 

compared to last year.  By the end of December in 2010, there were locations in the 

northern part of the state that had already had nearly 30 to 40 inches of snow, and 

nearly 10 to 20 inches across central portions.  Indianapolis had the 3rd snowiest De-

cember on record.  This year, however, December totals were near 5 inches or less 

across the majority of the state - quite the difference!  So does this mean that we’ve 

been abnormally dry?  Not quite - while we are lacking in the snow department so far 

this season, it has actually been quite wet and many areas have had above normal pre-

cipitation.  The atmosphere has just been too warm.  Below are several maps of 

statewide precipitation from this past December (2011): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With observed precipitation totals ranging from about 3 inches in the north to 8 

inches in the south (left map), Indiana has been anywhere from near normal to more 

than 3 inches above normal (right map) for this December.  A possible reason for the 

difference this Winter could be due to La Niña, when there is abnormal warming of 

the western Pacific ocean.  This typically leads to wetter than normal conditions in 

our area, which doesn’t always mean snowier.  The cooler than normal temperatures 

usually stay in the northwestern part of the country (see image below).   

 

 

Featured Daily      

Report Comment: 
 

IN-EL-46, (11/30/2011)  

An observer in Elkhart 

county describes the 

local conditions follow-

ing a late November 

snow event:   

 

“Locally widespread tree 

damage and numerous 

accidents due to ex-

tremely heavy snow.  

Many power outages, in-

cluding 30 hours of no 

electricity at this location.”  

Observed Departure from Normal 



CoCoRaHS Goes International and Educational 

Most Memorable Moments of 2011 

CoCoRaHS has also expanded more into educa-

tion with the creation of the CoCoRaHS School 

Pilot Program (link can be found by clicking on 

“Education” under the “Resources” section on 

the left side of the main CoCoRaHS website).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

With this handy new online resource, there are 

information sections provided for teachers, spon-

sors, and mentors.  Teachers have access to quick 

links for getting started, lesson plans, FAQ’s, and 

training materials.  Sponsors can contact the pro-

gram if they wish to set up a particular school 

with a gauge.  Current CoCoRaHS volunteers can 

contact the program to become mentors for 
schools, and potentially provide assistance with 

tasks including gauge installation, data entries, and 

general questions the class may have.  What bet-

ter way to be involved in the community!  This 

resource will help support one of the greatest 

benefits of the CoCoRaHS program - that anyone 

can participate, including the youngest generation!   
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You may have already noticed some exciting ad-

vancements to our rapidly expanding program!  

One such example of this is the expansion of Co-

CoRaHS into Canada - that’s right, CoCoRaHS is 

now INTERNATIONAL!   

 

 

CoCoRaHS Canada began in Manitoba in Decem-

ber of 2011 following a massive flood that occurred   

in Manitoba and parts of Saskatchewan.  This pro-

gram expects to be country-wide within the up-

coming years, and current observations can be 

viewed online through a Google Map display - 

check it out! 

A question was posted on the Indiana CoCoRaHS website to see what your most memorable weather 

events were of this past year.  A reply from the observer at IN-MR-102 included the following: 

“The most memorable moment for me in 2011 was the wet spring and hot dry summer.  On April 20th we re-

ceived 3.63 inches of rain and our total for the month was 10.85 inches... Over the three month period of April, 

May and June we received 22.92 inches of rain… When July came the water shut off. We received .67 inches for 

the month... August produced 1.35 inches for a total of just over 2 inches for the 2 month period… So it was a 

very memorable spring and summer here in Indianapolis.” 



As a sign of the CoCoRaHS program’s gratitude for devoted and active observers, it has come time to 

award those who have actively submitted reports of their data over the long term.  Such observers help 

maintain Indiana as having one of the strongest programs in the nation.  Thank you!  The following sta-

tions will be mailed a certificate in congratulations for active reporting for at least 5 years: 
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Observer Awards - Congratulations! 

IN-AD-1 

IN-AL-1 

IN-AL-5 

IN-AL-6 

IN-AL-7 

IN-BN-1 

IN-BN-10 

IN-BN-11 

IN-BN-14 

IN-BN-17 

IN-BN-26 

IN-BN-7 

IN-BN-9 

IN-BW-2 

IN-BW-5 

IN-CK-6 

IN-DB-1 

IN-DL-1 

IN-DV-1 

IN-DV-6 

IN-EL-1 

IN-EL-12 

IN-EL-3 

IN-EL-7 

IN-EL-8 

IN-EL-9 

IN-FD-2 

IN-FL-3 

IN-FN-3 

IN-FY-2 

IN-GN-2 

IN-HM-1 

IN-HM-17 

N-HM-18 

IN-HM-2 

IN-HM-5 

IN-HN-3 

IN-HR-3 

IN-HS-2 

IN-HS-4 

IN-HS-5 

IN-HS-8 

IN-HT-1 

IN-HW-3 

IN-HW-5 

IN-HY-1 

IN-HY-5 

IN-JF-1 

IN-JH-4 

IN-JS-1 

IN-JS-4 

IN-JS-7 

IN-JS-8 

IN-KS-3 

IN-KS-6 

IN-KS-7 

IN-LG-1 

IN-LK-15 

IN-LK-3 

IN-LK-8 

IN-LP-2 

IN-LP-7 

IN-MD-6 

IN-MG-1 

IN-ML-6 

IN-MN-2 

IN-MN-3 

IN-MN-7 

IN-MN-8 

IN-MR-13 

IN-MR-16 

IN-MR-3 

IN-MR-31 

IN-NW-1 

IN-OH-1 

IN-OW-2 

IN-OW-6 

IN-PS-1 

IN-PT-10 

IN-PT-12 

IN-PT-13 

IN-PT-14 

IN-PT-18 

IN-PT-19 

IN-PT-20 

IN-PT-21 

IN-PT-24 

IN-PT-29 

IN-PT-3 

IN-PT-32 

IN-PT-44 

IN-PT-8 

IN-SH-4 

IN-SH-5 

IN-SH-7 

IN-SH-9 

IN-SJ-5 

IN-SL-2 

IN-ST-1 

IN-TN-1 

IN-TP-9 

IN-VN-1 

IN-VN-10 

IN-VN-11 

IN-VN-16 

IN-VN-2 

IN-VN-5 

IN-VN-6 

IN-VN-9 

IN-WH-2 

IN-WK-12 

IN-WK-14 

IN-WK-2 

IN-WK-5 

IN-WK-6 

IN-WK-7 

IN-WK-8 

IN-WS-1 

IN-WY-2 



When trying to improve our program in Indiana, the question that 

always comes up is “Where do we need more data?”  The map on 

the right provides a quick answer.  A review was conducted on  

the number of active observers throughout the majority of last 

year, and the numbers listed on the map show the counties with    

2 or fewer.  Let’s try to fill in the gaps so that we can improve our 

spatial coverage across the state and provide a more complete pic-
ture of what actually happens when it rains or snows!  Below are 

the listings of the counties in need.  If you know of any family or 

friends that live in these areas and may be interested in joining the 

CoCoRaHS team, then please contact one of the coordinators! 
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E-mail: 

 

Ken Scheeringa 

cocorahs@purdue.edu 

 

 

Adam Baker 

Adam.Baker@noaa.gov 

 

www.cocorahs.org 

Counties with Few Observers 

Zero Observers 

Brown 

Switzerland 

Union 

Vermillion 

Record Reports from 2011 

Below are some interesting record reports from last year (Jan. - 

Dec. 2011): 

Greatest 24-hr precipitation:         

 *  6.71”, IN-JS-37 on July 23, 2011 (Jasper County, IN) 

Greatest  24-hr snowfall:            

 *  19.5”, IN-LK-33 on Feb. 2, 2011 (Lake County, IN) 

Largest hail:              

 1.5” (Ping pong ball size), 6 stations tied 

 *  IN-BN-10 on March 23, 2011 (Boone County, IN) 

 *  IN-DL-5 on May 25, 2011 (Delaware County, IN) 

 *  IN-MG-14 on May 25, 2011 (Morgan County, IN) 

 *  IN-MN-3 on May 25, 2011 (Monroe County, IN) 

 *  IN-LP-7 on June 4, 2011 (La Porte County, IN)  

 *  IN-LK-3 on July 1, 2011 (Lake County, IN)  

  

CoCoRaHS - 

Because Every Drop Counts! 
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One Observer 

Adams 

Benton 

Blackford 

Carroll 

Crawford 

Franklin 

Knox 

Posey 

Randolph 

Vigo 

Two Observers 

Clay 

Clinton 

Decatur 

Fulton 

Greene 

Jefferson 

Martin 

Montgomery 

Ohio 

Scott 

Spencer 

Sullivan 


